Introduction
Median diastema is a visually detectable gap or space of more than one mm in width between the upper first permanent central incisors which con tinues to exist throughout adult life(l ,2,3). Median diastemas are common during the development of the dentition. Such median diastemas usually close completely after the eruption of the permanent maxillary teeth. The existence of a midline space in some of them, throughout adult life after establishment of the permanent dentition is labeled median diastema(l ,2). This dental anomaly is a rec ognized clinical entity in the Sinhalese because it is an aesthetic problem. However, in other populations the frequency of this trait is so high for it to be 
Population and Method
The study sample consisted of undergraduates between 20 to 30 years of age from the University of Peradeniya. Individuals with mixed parentage were excluded from the sample at the preliminary stage. Subjects with associated factors which influence the occurrence of median diastema such as those who had undergone orthodontic treatment, extractions, restorations distorting the morphology of the teeth and those median diastemas due to endogenous tongue thrust, lip trap, and generalized spacing were also excluded from the sample. The sample forthe prevalence of median diastema totaled 1018 (551 males and 467 females).
Upul Diss:mayake, MS Chandrasekara, ER Wikramanayake. Table I shows the number and percentage of males and females having median diastema with high and low frenal attachment. Of 551 males 27 (4.9%) and 20 (3.7%) had median diastema with high and low frenal attachment respectively. Of467 females 26 (5.6%) and 18 (3.9%) had median diastema with high and low frenal attachment respectively. A total of 47 (8.6%) males and 44 (9.4%) females had median diastema irrespective of the position of the frenal attachment. There was no significant difference in the prevalence of median diastema between males and females indicating that there is no sexual dimorphism in the trait (p>0.05). Of the total sample of 1018 subjects, 91 had median diastema giving an overall prevalence of 9%. 
